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The events of the coming year will not be shaped by the
deliberate act of statesmen, but by the hidden currents,
flowing continually beneath the surface of political history,
of which no one can predict the outcome. In only one way
can we influence these hidden currents,-by setting in
motion those forces of instruction and imagination which
change opinion. The assertion of truth, the unveiling of
illusion, the dissipation of hate, the enlargement and in-
struction of men's hearts and minds, must be the means.
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Preface

IJRIMEMINISTERMULRONEY ASKED in his February l3th Quebec speech
(Office of the Prime Minister, 1991b) if any business person would

hI' prepared to put the future of their company on the line without an
III depth cost/benefit analysis or market study and if the future of the
I'o\lntry did not deserve at the very least equally serious analysis. He
trcssed that "it is not economic blackmail to ask Quebeckers to look

rnrefully at the facts before taking economic decisions that involve their
"I'OI'\OmiC well-being and that of their children." The Citizens' Forum
I'Iwracterized Canadians as "shockingly ill-informed" about the eco-
nomic costs of Quebec independence (1991b, p.119).

In spite of the current information vacuum on the economic conse-
1111(\1'l.CeSof Quebec sovereignty, a consensus based on wishful thinking
IHill emerged among many Quebecois economists and businesspeople
IIld has been enshrined as dogma in the reports of the Allaire Commit-
1"I'ond the Belanger-Campeau Commission. In the long run, they argue,
11\I 're are no economic costs to sovereignty and the short-run transitional
IIHlts can be minimized if both sidos to the split behave rationally. This
'Ilflscnsus is challenged by the facts presented in this study.

uebeckers need to tllkl\ t\ 1)'1111'"luuxk-r look lit Iht' economi
I,,',wnts from Confcdorntion 1111\1 IllI' l'O/ltM uf /lI'PIII'UtlOI\, If t1wy did,
HII'Y would learn how 11111('1\Ihl'Y nltllld 10 ItIH\',1'1','hIlJltlllwll they would
I"','ome It·ss willing t(l 1',/11111111' Ilu·It' 1'1'1I1111111k111I11I'i'Oil /jov\"f'('ignlist
\\,\1,111'111 t'hIIIktrl/',.SI Ill\lll l'Iy, IIlilll',IIHh ( 1II\lIdlllllH Wi"'i' to l'XOIl'\ir1e scri-
jllll\ly till' 1'011111ill UII\-III'I' ""I"l 1'/1till 11 Ilu-v wuukl il\\l' thut Oucbcckers

urrhl 1\(11)(1 till' unlv lilNI'IM,


